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CHAR IV.

Of what shapes the Devil assumed in his first
appearances to the magicians, and others, in the
jirst ages of the world; and whether'he is or has
been allowed to assume a human shape, or no.

As I have ingenuously acknowledged in my last
chapter, that I can give you no account of what
dress or shape the Devil appeared in, when he pre-
sented himself among the sons of God, as noted in
the first chapter of Job, or whether he was visible
to any else but his Maker; so I am equally uncer-
tain in what figure he made his first appearances
afterwards, among his own acquaintance and ser-
vants, when he was introduced.

It must therefore suffice to tell you, that however
it was managed, we find there was certainly an in-
telligence carried on, a correspondence maintained,
and what was not performed personally, was done
by enchantments, which we call sorcery; by voices
and by dreams, or by apparition in such shapes and
postures, as Satan, for reasons of state, thought fit
to take upon himself for the occasion.

Some have doubted whether the Devil is em-
powered to take up any human shape, or to appear
in the figure of a man; and they argue that it does
not seem consistent with the goodness of the great
father of mankind, to suffer the arch-enemy of his
creatures to go about in such a disguise, so danger-
ous, and that might be so fatal to him ; for that he
would be always in danger of being deceived to his
hurt, that he could never be safe; but that as the
Scripture directs us to be courteous to strangers.